Confirmation Class, Sundays, 9:00-10:30 am 

PCOM HS Ministries 2011

(adapted from PCUSA, We Believe Curriculum, 2005)

Week 1: You Are the Church

I. Introduction of Class

a. Expectations 

b. Introductions of Classmates

c. Objective of Conf. Class: Acts 2.42

i. What do you think is the objective?

ii. My main objective is that you think and process through who you are called to be – who the Church is supposed to be in this world.

II. You Are the Church

a. Do you think the church matters today? How?

b. Church and Culture 

c. You are the church, today, not tomorrow – what does this look like?

III. Learning What the Body Believes

a. Colossians 3.12-15

b. Baptismal symbol – a sign of our incorporation into Christ, as we are adopted into the family of God. Baptism marks us as being clothed with Christ.

c. Confirmation: confirming our clothing choice.

i. Is our clothing hidden or can it be identified?

ii. What would it really look like to be clothed in Christ? 

IV. The Message God Gives Us

a. How do we know who we are? How do we know who God is?

i. God reveals Himself through the Scriptures

ii. God’s story in a very human book, divine revelation through the people of God. The words on the page are only words without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. God is revealed by the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is the primary expression of God’s self, and the Scriptures are the only source of reliable knowledge of Jesus Christ. The Bible is the written word of God revealing Jesus Christ, the living Word or God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

b. Sweet as Honey

i. Jewish learning of Scripture: By the age of 8, Jewish boys have memorized most of the Torah. The Jews loved the Torah. The saw it as a heavenly gift of God – a holy opportunity to know and enter into covenant with Him. It was truth. It was powerful. It was the heartbeat of God.  

ii. Often times Jews would recite Ps. 119.103 while tasting honey on their finger to remind them of the sweetness of the text.

iii. Read Ps. 19.7-10, 14

Essay (1-2 pages): Read Psalm 19. Reread Psalm 19.7-10.  This section is not talking specifically about the Bible, but about the laws that the people were given.  In your paper, answer these four questions: (1) What you think about “laws,” (2) How does Psalm 19.7-10 talk about God’s law, (3) How is this different from what you think, (4) What do you think it would look like for the church to live as if Psalm 19.7-10 is true for it?

Memorize/Reflect: Psalm 19.14 and pray for what this passage means for your life.

Some Extras.

What is confirmation?

When you get confirmed, you will be telling the world that you are serious about your faith, that you have made a personal commitment to make Jesus Christ your Lord and Savior.  And, you will be saying that you want to make PCOM your church family (membership).  Commitment to PCOM means that you see the people as your family…that you care for them, that you will sacrifice for them, and that you will stick by them through hard times.

The goal of the class is to prepare you for this.  We want to cover the essential beliefs of the Christian faith and make sure you know it to the point that you could explain it to someone else.  In addition, we want to make sure that that head knowledge has traveled to your heart and that you have a real and genuine relationship with God.  Finally, we want you to experience the great joy of joining a group of people who are connected by our common faith in Christ.

The Apostle’s Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ His only Son, our Lord; Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hades; the third day rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen

How do you live in communion of the Holy Spirit?

By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ. I am baptized into Christ’s body, the church.  As a member of this community, I trust in God’s Word, share in the Lord’s Supper, and turn to God in prayer.  As I grow in grace and knowledge, I am led to do the good works God intends for my life.

1 Cor 12.27  Now that you are the body of Christ and individual members of it.

Gal 3.27  As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ 1 Cor 6.17,19  But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him…Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own?

2 Peter 3.18  But grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Eph 2.10  For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life.

The Holy Scriptures:

iv. God reveals Himself through the Scriptures

v. God’s story in a very human book, divine revelation through the people of God. The words on the page are only words without the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. God is revealed by the power of the Holy Spirit. Jesus Christ is the primary expression of God’s self, and the Scriptures are the only source of reliable knowledge of Jesus Christ. The Bible is the written word of God revealing Jesus Christ, the living Word or God, through the power of the Holy Spirit.

vi. Psalm 19.7-11

The Scriptures are:

Perfect (v.7), reviving the soul

Trustworthy (v. 7), making wise the simple

Right (v.8), giving joy to the soul

Radiant (v. 8), giving light to the eyes

Pure (v. 9), enduring forever

Sure and altogether righteous (v.9)

More precious than gold (v.10)

Sweeter than honey (v.10)

From the Catechism.

Question 4. How do you live in the communion of the Holy Spirit?

By the Holy Spirit, I am made one with the Lord Jesus Christ.  I am baptized into Christ’s body, the church. As a member of this community, I trust in God’s Word, share in the Lord’s Supper, and turn to God in prayer. As I grow in grace and knowledge, I am led to do the good works that God intends for my life.

Question 2. How do you live by the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ?

I am not my own. I have been bought with a price. The Lord Jesus Christ loved me and gave himself to me. I entrust myself completely to his care, giving thanks each day for his wonderful goodness.

Week 2: Our Story/Questions

I. A Community that Lives in Faith in the Promises of God

a. God’s Story: Beginning, Exodus, A Land, A King, A Nation Divided, Exile, Return Home, A Promise Born, A Church, My Church, and My Part 

b. The story of the Bible is a story of people long ago…who are those people?

	In the beginning...
	Exodus
	A Land
	A King
	A Nation Divided
	Exile
	Return Home
	Promise Born
	A Church
	Today

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


II. What are the Scriptures?

a. Oral Tradition (Deuteronomy 6)

b. The stories written out: why do you think, they wrote these stories down?

i. OT written/memorized (Psalm 119.103): 

ii. Gospels: 

c. The General Narrative: What is the main plotline in the Bible?

i. Who are the main characters?

ii. What happens to these characters? 

III. Confessions

a. What comes to mind when you think of the word, “confession”?

b. To confess is to openly affirm, declare, or take a stand for what one believes: comes out of Scripture, Experience/Reason, Holy Spirit, Tradition

c. The Book of Confessions is a collection of statements made when our ancestors had to take a stand – its our connection to history, a connection to who we are and statements we can use to stand for what we believe in as a body of Christ. 

d. The Nine Confessions: Nicene Creed, Apostles’ Creed, Scots Confession, Heidelberg Catechism, Second Helvetic Confession, Westminster Confession of Faith, Theological Declaration of Barmen, Confession of 1967, Brief Statement of Faith – PCUSA (see Book of Confession)

Homework

Essay (1-2 pages): Your story and the Bible.  What is the main story in the Bible? How is the Bible part of your story? How are you part of the story of the Bible? What does Psalm 119.103 mean to you?

FAQ: Come up with 2 questions pertaining to your faith.  Make sure at least one of them have to do with the Scriptures.  

Memorization/Reflect: Psalm 119.103

From the Catechism:

Question 5. What does a Christian believe? All that is promise in the gospel.  A summary is found in the Apostles’ Creed, which affirms the main content of the Christian faith.

John 20.31 But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Question 7. What do you believe when you confess your faith in “God the Father Almighty”? That God is a God of love, and that God’s love is powerful beyond measure.

Lam 3.22 the steadfast love of the LORD never ceases, his mercies never come to an end.

Song 8.7 Many waters cannot quench love, neither can floods drown it.  If one offered for love all the wealth of his house, it would be utterly scorned.

1 John 4.8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love.

Week 3: The Character of God/Our Relationship with Him

I. Awesome God

a. Creation gives us an idea of who God is, it provokes our thinking of God

i. Only gives us a partial picture: 

ii. We need special revelation:

b. Special revelation through Scripture teaches us that God is bigger than what nature can show us

c. Psalm 8 (verse by verse) 

i. What does “majestic” mean? What are some synonyms for “majestic”? (v.1)

ii. Children “get” God.  They have a unique understanding of who God is.  How have you heard children talking about God? What did they say? Do you remember the things you said about God as a child? (v.2)

iii. Look at verses 3-8. What does nature tell you about God? About the relationship between God and humanity? What does nature not tell you about God?

d. The Scriptures use a wide variety of words and images to help us understand God’s fullness.  All the words used to name God are metaphorical because the mystery of God transcends the limitation of the human language.

II. God’s Creation

a. What do you believe when you say that God is “Maker of heaven and earth”? 

b. Does this contradict science?

c. What does this mean for us, that God created the heavens and earth…how do we matter in the scheme of his vast creation?

i. The psalmist in Psalm 8 asked why God would even give human beings a second thought.  Martin Luther, the great Reformer and theologian, wondered the same thing.

ii. How is it that our lives matter to God?

iii. See confirmation booklet. What do these responses tell you about how God feels about us?

d. Our humanity is due to God’s creative actions. We are created by that same power and love that brought forth all of creation.  Our lives have meaning and purpose as creatures loved by our Creator. 

III. Our Relationship with Him

a. What is a relationship? What would a good relationship look like?

b. Our understanding of God comes from being in relationship with Him. What does this look like if he isn’t a physically present, human being?

i. How do we have a relationship with God?

ii. What limits our relationship with Him now?

c. The people of Israel were even more limited. Even though there were stories of God being present with them, they didn’t have Jesus, but still had this great understanding of God.

i. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego: God present in the fiery furnace (Daniel 1-3)

ii. Moses and God in the burning bush (Exodus 3)

iii. Jacob wrestling with God (Genesis 32)

iv. Genesis 37-50: God present with Joseph

Homework

Essay (1-2 pages): Your story and God.  Read some of the passages listed above (or any other story you come across). What did you learn about God through His relationships with the characters in the passage? What do you know about God through your relationship with Him? What do you know about God through what you see in the church?

Memorize/Reflect: Psalm 23

from The Study Catechism: Confirmation Version

Question 15. What do you mean when you say that God is “Maker of heaven and earth”? First, that God called heaven and earth, with all that is in them, into being out of nothing.  Second, that God rules and supports the creation in perfect wisdom, according to God’s eternal purpose.

Rev. 4.11, Gen 1.1, Heb 11.3

Question 16. Did God need to make the world? No. God would still be God even if heaven and earth had never been made

Acts 17.24-25

Question 17. Why, then, did God create the world? God’s creation of the world was an act of grace. God granted existence to the world simply in order to bless it.  God created the world to reveal God’s glory, to share the love and freedom at the heart of God’s being, and to give us eternal life in fellowship with God.

Ps. 19.1, 2 Cor. 3.17, Ps. 67.6-7, Eph. 1.3-4, John 3.36

Question 18. Does your confession of God as Creator contradict the findings of modern science? No. Natural science has much to teach us about the particular mechanisms of nature, but it is not equipped to answer questions about ultimate reality.  Nothing basic to the Christian faith contradicts the findings of modern science, nor does anything essential to modern science contradict the Christian faith.

John 1.1-3

Question 19. What does it mean to say that human beings are created in the image of God?God created us to live together in love and freedom – with God, with one another, and with the world.  We are created to be loving companions of others so that something of God’s goodness may be reflected in our lives.


Gen. 1.26, 27

Question 20. What does our creation in God’s image reflect about God? Our being created for loving relationships is a reflection of the Holy Trinity.  In the mystery of the one God, the three divine persons – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – live eternally in perfect love and freedom.

Luke 3.21-22, John 1.18, John 5.19, John 17.21-22

Question 21. What does our creation in God’s image say about our responsibility for the earth? We are responsible for seeing that the earth’s gifts are used fairly and wisely.  We must take care that no creature suffers from the abuse of what we are given , and that future generations may continue to enjoy the earth’s abundance in praise to God.

Ps. 24.1, Ps. 89.11, Gen 2.15, Gen 1.26, Isa 24.5, Rom 12.2

Week 4: Sin/Jesus

I. Something Good in the Neighborhood

a. Jesus is the “image of the invisible God” (Col 1.15)

b. Jesus is actually God made flesh, not a two-dimensional photograph God faxes to us.

i. Jesus is God with us – Immanuel (Matthew 1.20-23)

ii. When Jesus came into the world, the lights turned on so that we could know God.

iii. While the lights were off. (OT cliff notes)

1. God’s creation is good (Genesis 1), but the world suffers.  It does so because humanity decided that it could ignore God’s instructions about how to live in the newly created world (Genesis 3). The effect of this rebellion is sin, which lies with us today. We feel separated from God, from each other, from nature, and even from our true selves (Genesis 3).

2. People of God lived out of the Garden because they choose themselves

3. They suffered.

4. God sent Moses to bring them out of suffering in Egypt. They choose themselves. They suffered.

5. God sent prophets to warn them. They choose themselves. They suffered.

6. God sent Jesus.

II. Who is Jesus?

a. Read Philippians 2.5-11

i. How does Paul describe Jesus?

ii. What does this tell us about who Jesus is?

iii. What does this tell us about what Jesus does?

iv. How do we understand that Jesus “emptied himself”?

b. Jesus emptied himself. Why?

i. Sacrificial Nature

1. Jesus did not give up being God

2. Christ decided to not hang on to the rights he had as God

3. He poured out his divine love into the world and in that way showed us what divine power is really like.

4. He lived selfless and obedient, and died selfless and obedient

ii. The Incarnation (John 1): God became flesh – human

1. Not just about becoming human, but became an ordinary human

2. Not president, king, wealthy…ordinary

3. Felt anger, grief, joy, compassion…

III. The One and Only Jesus

a. Jesus was God for 33 years and only let people in on the secret for the last 3 years of his life

i. Wouldn’t you think people began to suspect something?

ii. How did people know who Jesus was?

iii. What does “Emmanuel” mean to you?

iv. What is one of your favorite stories about Jesus? What does this tell you about Jesus?

Homework 

Essay (1-2 pages): Your story and Jesus.  Who did Jesus spend time with (ask people, if you don’t know)? Why did he spend time with them? What does would it look like for Jesus to spend time with you today? If you use the idea of the Incarnation, what would Jesus tell you about the church (Joiner quote)?

Memorize/Reflect: John 1.14

From the Catechism.

Question 29. What do you affirm when you say that he was “conceived by the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary? First, that being born of Mary, Jesus was truly a human being.  Second, that our Lord’s incarnation was a holy and mysterious event. Third, that he was set apart by his unique origin for the sake of accomplishing our salvation.

Question 30. What is the significance of affirming that Jesus is truly God? Only God can properly deserve worship. Only God can reveal to us who God is. And only God can save us from our sins. Being truly God, Jesus meets these conditions. He is the proper object of our worship, the self-revelation of God, and the Savior of the world.

Question 31. What is the significance of affirming that Jesus is also truly a human being? Being truly human, Jesus entered fully into our fallen situation and overcame it. He lived a life of pure obedience to God, even to the point of accepting a violent death. When we accept him by faith, he removes our disobedience and clothes us with his perfect righteousness.

Question 41. Is Christianity the only true religion? By the grace of God, Christianity offers the truth of the gospel. Although other religions may contain various truths, no other can or does affirm the name of Jesus Christ as the hope of the world.

Week 5: The Holy Spirit/The Good News

I. Never Alone

a. If God came to humanity in Jesus, how does Jesus come from the first century to be with us today?

b. The Holy Spirit

i. The Spirit makes Scripture come alive for us (John 14.25-27)

ii. The Spirit makes the sacraments come alive for us.

iii. The Spirit makes faith come alive for them. Faith becomes more than a code of ethics.

c. Lectio divina (John 14.25-26)

i. Read aloud and have them listen

ii. Read again and focus on one word or phrase that sticks out to you

iii. Repeat this letter or phrase over and over again

iv. Read passage again and think about the same phrase

1. Why is this word or phrase important to you?

2. What does it say to you now, at this particular time in your life?

d. Metaphors for the Holy Spirit

i. Wind, flame, and dove

ii. Ruah: breath or life force

iii. Jesus’ presence with us…presence through the sacraments, Scripture, and the community of faith.

iv. The Spirit, one with God, inspires, empowers, reveals, restores, guides, gifts, comforts and calls.

II. Power of Love

a. The Bible considers sin to be a condition of the heart. Our sinful condition is an attitude that says we can live our lives without reference to God.  (Isaiah 53.6)

b. We do things that break God’s heart, that hurt other people and that damage God’s creation. We even hurt ourselves. We are confused and helpless because we cannot do the good we want to do, nor can we stop doing the wrong things we want to avoid (Romans 7.13-25)

c. What is the good news?

i. There is a cure

ii. Knowing the truth about ourselves is the first step

iii. Jesus washes away our sins and brings us back into a relationship with God. As we are obedient , the Spirit changes us (Galatians 5.16-26) – we have to do the work too though – to be changed, but no work to be saved.

d. Amazing Grace/The Prodigal Son

i. What is the songwriter’s main point?

ii. How does this song tell the story of the prodigal son?

III. Living Right

a. What does obedience look like?

b. Grace:

c. Jesus did not fix us, but his life, death, and resurrection granted us Salvation (John 3.16-17). 

i. Salvation is more than us getting to go to heaven (maybe has very little to do with us going anywhere)

ii. Salvation has more to do with us becoming fully human (who God created us to be) and in relationship with our Creator.

Homework

Essay (1-2 pages):  Your story and the Holy Spirit. Read John 14.15-31 and Galatians 5.16-26.  As you read these passages, think about how we talked about Salvation – if being saved is about us becoming fully human in a deep relationship with God, how is the Holy Spirit part of your story? What is one thing you would like the Holy Spirit to work on in you?

Memorize/Reflect: John 3.16-17, John 14.27

Amazing Grace Lyrics

by Englishman John Newton

(1725-1807)

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,

That saved a wretch like me....

I once was lost but now am found,

Was blind, but now, I see.

T'was Grace that taught...

my heart to fear.

And Grace, my fears relieved.

How precious did that Grace appear...

the hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares...

we have already come.

T'was Grace that brought us safe thus far...

and Grace will lead us home.

The Lord has promised good to me...

His word my hope secures.

He will my shield and portion be...

as long as life endures.

When we've been here ten thousand years...

bright shining as the sun.

We've no less days to sing God's praise...

then when we've first begun.

Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,    

That saved a wretch like me....

I once was lost but now am found,

Was blind, but now, I see.

From the Catechism.

Question 43. What do you believe when you confess your faith in the Holy Spirit? The Holy Spirit is the divine person who enables us to love, know, and serve Jesus Christ.

Question 62. What do you mean when you speak of “the forgiveness of sins”? Because of Jesus Christ, God no longer holds my sins against me. Christ alone is my righteousness and my life. Grace alone is the basis on which God has forgiven me in him. Faith alone is the means by which I receive Christ into my heart, and with him the forgiveness that makes me whole.

Question 78. What is the best summary of the first four commandments? These teach me how to live rightly with God. Jesus summed them up with the commandment he called the first and greatest: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind (Matt 22.37, Deut 6.5)

Week 6: The Presbyterian Story (History) within Yours

I. Nailing It

a. Protestants broke away from the Roman Catholic Church in the 16th century in protest over practices and doctrine, most of which are no longer part of the Catholic life.

b. It’s beginnings: Martin Luther asked the question, “How do I find a merciful God?”

i. Tried the sacraments, pilgrimages, and even self-punishment

ii. Not about earning God’s grace

iii. Church should measure its faith and life by the Bible, so if Scripture showed the church to be in error, we should change

iv. This led to one of the major principles of the Reformation: the church reformed and always being reformed according to the word of God.

c. The Story of the Reformation– God calls us to gather together and in gathering together, things change

II. Shaping Up

a. The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) – read aloud together

b. Brief Statement of Faith/River of Reformation Handout 

III. Presby-What?

a. Presbyterian: A church governed by elders who have been chosen by the congregation to represent themselves

b. Priesthood of all believers – all of us are to serve God in our vocation

c. Governing bodies:

i. Committees. Members of the congregation and of each governing body may serve on committees that report to those governing bodies. Although the committee process may at times feel cumbersome of time-consuming, as Presbyterians we believe that we are enriched by the involvement, insight, and wisdom of the members. Our governing body process allows for dialogue, discussion, possibly dissension and consensus while being led by the Holy Spirit.

ii. Session. In the local church, active elders and Ministers of the Word and Sacraments make up the session. The session is responsible for the mission and government of a particular church.

iii. Presbytery. An equal number of representative elder presbyters from congregations and all Ministers of the Word and Sacrament of a local geographic area make up a presbytery. The presbytery is responsible for the mission and governance of the church throughout its geographic area.

iv. Synod. A synod consists of at least three presbyteries in a geographic region. It has equal representation of elders and ministers elected by the presbyteries. The synod is responsible for the mission of the church within its region. 

v. General Assembly. The General Assembly is the highest governing body of the church. It is representative of the unity of the synods, presbyteries, sessions, and congregations of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). Commissioners to the General Assembly are elected from the presbyteries and again have an equal representation of elders and ministers. The General Assembly constitutes the bond of union, community, and mission among all its congregations and governing bodies.

d. Going through the process

Homework

Essay: Your story and history.  From what you have learned about the Presbyterian system and from what you know about PCOM (take the time to research PCOM’s history), how well do you think we have done this (Joiner quote)? How well have we done Acts 2.42-47? 

What is your history?

Memorize/Reflect: Acts 2.42

Some Extras. 

The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)

In its confessions, the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) expresses the faith of the Reformed tradition. Central to this tradition is the affirmation of the majesty, holiness, and providence of God who creates, sustains, rules, and redeems the world in the freedom of sovereign righteousness and love. 

Related to this central affirmation of God’s sovereignty are other great themes of the Reformed tradition:

The election of the people of God for service as well as for salvation; Covenant life marked by a disciplined concern for order in the church according to the Word of God; A faithful stewardship that shuns ostentation and seeks proper use of the gifts of God’s creation; The recognition of the human tendency to idolatry and tyranny, which calls the people of God to work for the transformation of society by seeking justice and living in obedience to the Word of God. 

Book of Order, Part II of The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 2003

Presbyterian Brief Statement of Faith

The Statement

In life and in death we belong to God.

   Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

      the love of God,

        and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

   we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,

      whom alone we worship and serve. We trust in Jesus Christ,

      Fully human, fully God.

   Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:

      preaching good news to the poor

        and release to the captives,

      teaching by word and deed

        and blessing the children,

      healing the sick

        and binding up the brokenhearted,

      eating with outcasts,

      forgiving sinners,

      and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

   Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,

   Jesus was crucified,

      suffering the depths of human pain

      and giving his life for the sins of the world.

   God raised Jesus from the dead,

      vindicating his sinless life,

      breaking the power of sin and evil,

      delivering us from death to life eternal.We trust in God,

      whom Jesus called Abba, Father.

   In sovereign love God created the world good

      and makes everyone equally in God's image

        male and female, of every race and people,

      to live as one community.

   But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.

      Ignoring God's commandments,

      we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,

      accept lies as truth,

      exploit neighbor and nature,

      and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.

      We deserve God's condemnation.

   Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

      In everlasting love,

        the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people

           to bless all families of the earth.

      Hearing their cry,

        God delivered the children of Israel

           from the house of bondage.

      Loving us still,

        God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

      Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,

      like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,

        God is faithful still. We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

      everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

   The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,

      sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,

      and binds us together with all believers

      in the one body of Christ, the church.

   The same Spirit

      who inspired the prophets and apostles

      rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture,

      engages us through the Word proclaimed,

      claims us in the waters of baptism,

      feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation,

      and calls women and men to all ministries of the church.

   In a broken and fearful world

   the Spirit gives us courage

      to pray without ceasing,

      to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,

      to unmask idolatries in church and culture,

      to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,

      and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.

   In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,

      we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks

        and to live holy and joyful lives,

      even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth,

        praying, Come, Lord Jesus!With believers in every time and place,

   we rejoice that nothing in life or in death

   can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

“The Protestant watchwords – grace alone, faith alone, Scripture alone – embody principles of understanding which continue to guide and motivate the people of God in the life of faith.” (Book of Order, G-2.0400)

Nicene Creed:

“We believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made.”

Week 7: The Head of the Church/The Great Ends of the Church

I. Priesthood of all believers

a. Being Presbyterian describes a way of understanding our faith, our Reformed theology, who God is, and how God acts in the world.

b. Regardless of our denomination, we believe that the church is called by God and guided by the Holy Spirit, who works through the church, empowering it for witness in the world. 

c. We do what God calls us to do.

d. Our organization witnesses to the grace of God because it proclaims the value of each member

II. Preliminary Principles – read through the sections on the next page titled, “Head of the Church,” and “Great Ends of the Church.”  Explain the two principles of the church.

a. The Head of the Church

b. The Great Ends of the Church

III. Belonging to God

a. Basic human need to belong

i. What groups do you belong to?

ii. How did you become part of these groups?

iii. What does it mean to belong?

b. 1 Corinthians 12.1-11

c. Connecting Galatians 3.26-28

i. How is it similar to 1 Cor 12?

ii. What analogy or metaphor is used?

iii. What do you learn about Christian unity from the phrase “clothed yourselves with Christ” that is new or different from 1 Cor. 12?

iv. What does it mean to be children of God?

Homework

Essay (1-2 pages): Your story and the church. Read 1 Peter 2.9. Using that passage, the Joiner quote, and the article, “Broken Church,” what should change about the church? Where do you fit in that change?

Memorize/Reflect: 1 Peter 2.9.

Book of Order, “Preliminary Principles”

G-1.0100

1.  The Head of the Church

Christ Is Head of the Church 


a. All power in heaven and earth is given to Jesus Christ by Almighty God, who raised Christ from the dead and set him above all rule and authority, all power and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come. God has put all things under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and has made Christ Head of the Church, which is his body.

Christ Calls the Church Into Being 


b. Christ calls the Church into being, giving it all that is necessary for its mission to the world, for its building up, and for its service to God. Christ is present with the Church in both Spirit and Word. It belongs to Christ alone to rule, to teach, to call, and to use the Church as he wills, exercising his authority by the ministry of women and men for the establishment and extension of his Kingdom.

Christ Gives the Church Its Faith and Life 


c. Christ gives to his Church its faith and life, its unity and mission, its officers and ordinances. Insofar as Christ’s will for the Church is set forth in Scripture, it is to be obeyed. In the worship and service of God and the government of the church, matters are to be ordered according to the Word by reason and sound judgment, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Christ Is the Church’s Authority 


d. In affirming with the earliest Christians that Jesus is Lord, the Church confesses that he is its hope and that the Church, as Christ’s body, is bound to his authority and thus free to live in the lively, joyous reality of the grace of God.

G-1.0200

2.  The Great Ends of the Church

The great ends of the church are the proclamation of the gospel for the salvation of humankind; the shelter, nurture, and spiritual fellowship of the children of God; the maintenance of divine worship; the preservation of the truth; the promotion of social righteousness; and the exhibition of the Kingdom of Heaven to the world.

Retreat: Making Disciples 

Friday Night

The Blessed (Matthew 5.1-12)

a. Who is blessed? According to the passage, why are they blessed?

b. Who is Jesus talking to here? What does the passage say to us?

· The one huge thing that gets in the way of us walking towards God, is our own sin (our own selfishness)

· God is with us. He’s not the problem. We are.

· We think we can do it all and don’t need Him. And maybe we don’t, because we have it all – clothes, food, friends, money…

· We could go through life fine and maybe we’ll have a broken heart at some point or we feel like we’re not enough for our parents, but we will be okay….we will be okay if we only care about ourselves, but John 3.16 (it’s about the world) and Matthew 28.16-20

c. All of this has to do with the Kingdom of God

· Read Isaiah 65.17-25, Isaiah 11.1-9, Jeremiah 31.1-14, 31-34, Joel 2.28-29, Amos 5.24, Micah 4.1-4, Matthew 25.37-40, Rev 21.1-7

· Use these passage to illustrate the Kingdom of God

1. Where do you fit in the picture?

2. How does sin fit into all of this?

Reflect (20 minutes): Bring your illustration of the Kingdom of God and yourself

What are some things that may get in the way of you pursuing this Kingdom? What brokenness comes with you?

Read Matthew 9.27-30; 11.5; 12.22; 21.14

Confirmation is also a commitment to this…to letting God heal you, with all your brokenness…will you commit to letting Him heal this things in you? Will you commit to continuing to let Him heal the coming brokenness in your life?

Saturday Morning

Reflect (20 minutes): Follow the instructions as you read through Colossians 3.16-17

1st read: read it silently to yourself

2nd read: read it and write down a word or phrase that sticks out

3rd read: read it again and write down anything else that comes to mind as or after you read it (questions, thoughts, comments...)

4th read: what are some things you are thankful for?

Saturday Night

Kingdom Work

a. Illustrate what the world looks like today.

· How does it compare to your illustration of the Kingdom of God?

· Since it varies a ton, what does it mean for the church?

b. Step one: acknowledge the needs of the world

c. Step two: find what gives you great joy

· Ultimately, God’s calling in your life intersects your greatest passion with the world’s greatest needs.

· What do you see as your greatest passion? 

· What do you love to do?

· What makes you happy?

Reflect (30 minutes): The below is your homework assignment for this week.  Read through this stuff and start working on it.

Essay (2-3 pages): Combine your previous assignments to answer this question, How will you help the church become who it is called to be in this world, according to what you’ve learned and who you are?

Reflect: Matthew 5.1-12

Memorize: Matthew 5.13-14

From the Catechism.

Question 49. What is the mission of the church? The mission of the church is to bear witness to God’s love for the world in Jesus Christ

Question 50. What forms does this mission take? The church’s mission takes a wide variety of forms, including evangelism, work for social justice, and ministries of care. Yet the center is always the same: Jesus Christ. In every case the church extends mercy and forgiveness to the needy in a way that points finally to him.

Question 51. Who are the needy? The hungry need bread, the homeless need a roof, the oppressed need justice, and the lonely need fellowship. At the same time – on another and deeper level – the hopeless need hope, sinners need forgiveness, and the world needs the gospel. On this level no one is excluded, and all the needy are one. Our mission as the church is to bring hope to a desperate world by declaring God’s undying love – as one beggar tells another where to find bread.

Sunday Morning

Reflect (20 minutes): Follow the instructions as you read through 2 Corinthians 12.8-10

1st read: read it silently to yourself

2nd read: read it and write down a word or phrase that sticks out

3rd read: read it again and write down anything else that comes to mind as or after you read it (questions, thoughts, comments...)

4th read: let it be a prayer for the commitment you make daily.




