Forest Home Re-visted

What is your life defined by? Is it possible to be defined by love? Are we going to be people who are defined by the love of this God who created us?

[Michael Field, Director of High School Ministries, Forest Home Conference Center]
Think about those questions.

What do you come up with?

Questions like the ones above are HUGE questions that seem as if there are easy answers to them, but when you really think about your life and how you live, maybe the answer doesn’t come so easily.  So, what do people see?  What do your actions tell others about who you are?

These were the questions that confronted our high school students at Forest Home this last August.  The questions did not just come from the evening gatherings, but they came at them as they competed in the Mud Bowl, during practice for a cheer competition, in the middle of solo time, waiting in the food lines, and even during free time on the zip-line. 

What would people see if the camera were turned on you?

Culture today wants to tell us that we are defined by the things we have, our status, and the power we have over others, but during a week at camp, we learned that God wants us to see that we are defined by His love…His sacrifice…Him.  During our week at camp, we learned that God wants to take our brokenness, the stuff that society wants to throw out or ignore, and redeem it.  This is what most of our students learned and this is what they began to do with it…

During the week, our students not only won games and put together amazing cheers, but also talked about the stuff that hurt. They also prayed, comforted, encouraged, and affirmed each other.  At the end of the week, our seniors stood before their peers and led a debrief time.  They encouraged people to share the ways they were broken and shared their own hurts.  They ended the debrief time with a reflection on the youth group as a whole, and made a commitment to change some parts of the youth group itself. 

This was just one example of what they did with the message. Since we have been home, I have gotten to meet with a few students.  Here is one thing a student said:

I have gone on trips before, but for some reason, after this trip, something feels different. I don’t know what it is, or if it’s me but I see things differently. I want to love people differently.

[Chelsea Ernst, Senior, Capo Valley HS]

Camp this summer has given us the chance to redefine things, not only as individuals, but also as a group.  It was a great week together and one that will hopefully inspire us to live great stories on and off the mountain.

Here’s a recap of the week:

Forest Home: Day 5

I BELIEVE THAT WE JUST WON!!!!

It has been a great week at camp and our last day was definitely the highlight of the week.  There are a few reasons for this.  The first reason (the bigger reason) came in the morning during our church debrief.  Our seniors led the meeting. They talked about brokenness and even put together an activity to help us all see how similar we are.  After the activity, they debriefed us all and then gave us time to talk about our hopes for the rest of the year.

The second reason was that our team won this week! Our students worked hard at every competition by coming up with cheers during the comps, working hard at the games, and just having a great attitude. 

The evening didn't end there.  We went into an evening gathering where we got to watch a video about a place called Salvation Mountain. Salvation Mountain is located just east of the Salton Sea. Leonard Knight built the mountain. He, one day, asked Jesus into his heart and then decided to build a mountain. 

Leonard's achievement asks the question, "What would you do if you could do anything?" 

Jesus did great things during his life here, but tells us that we will do greater things. So, what will you do?

We ended our night with a game of, "I love you because..."

Forest Home: Day 4

Here's a picture of us at the prayer chapel right before our field comp.  At field comp we played both capture the flag and a crazy slip 'n' slide basketball game.  We also did a relay and had a cheer competition.  Here's a piece of our cheer:

We placed first in the cheer, which has not happened in years.  The students put a ton of effort in very little time to put together a great skit.

That evening we met together for Lakeview's worship experience.  The camp was filled with various stations.  Some of our students went to stations that involved writing letters of reconciliation, writing out their stories, washing feet as Jesus did, confession places where they let go of their brokenness, and many others.  It was a powerful night where many students allowed themselves to be vulnerable with God. It was a great night and one that reminds me why I do what I do - students have great depth and a great insight.

Forest Home: Day 3

Tuesday morning began with a good breakfast and a camp picture.  We went into our morning gathering to hear Bonnie Robinson, the head female dean, share her story.  She talked about her struggle with letting God heal the brokenness in her life, and how she would often just try to fix things on her own.  The students were then sent off on their solo times and cabin discussions.

We then headed down to the mud-bowl where we placed well in the competitions.  We ended the comp in 2nd place all around.

After bathing in the lake, we met together by the slide for lunch outdoors, and headed up for showers to get ready for free time.  

Tonight, we met for dinner early, to adjust for our big activity for the night.  During our team meeting, we put together a cheer for field comp, and signed up for the various games/relays.

After we got things set up for tomorrow, we headed over to the evening gathering.  Tonight, Michael talked about God's love, and healing.  In the midst of our brokenness, it's often easy for us to stay there or even ignore that it exists, but God calls us to not only acknowledge it, but to also trust Him to create beauty out of it.  Michael focused on how Jesus did this...how he took what was broken and turned it into beauty.

He instructed students to write about their brokenness on cards to take back to their cabin conversations. Students then went to their cabins to take time to talk through these areas of brokenness with one another.

We ended the night with a night blob/coffee house event.  It was a fun way to wind down the day.

Forest Home: Day 2

VICTORY!  It's not the most important thing, but I thought I'd start off with the fact that we got first place today for pool comp.

Now for what our day was like...

We woke up to a beautiful day, and a great breakfast of french toast and sausage. From there, we headed over to our team discussion in the Prayer Chapel and the students put together skits that involved typical high school characters during a typical weekend of football games, parties, and back to school on Monday. The skits involved hs students going through some sort of change in their lives as they worked through an issue.  We targeted the issue of loneliness and acceptance.  They did a great job of conveying change through the somewhat silly skits.

Right before our pool competition, we took some time alone to think through the message the night before. Our solo time booklet pushed us to come up with three words to describe what the story of our lives would look like to someone.  

At the pool, we competed well with Chandler going in for a chin flop instead of a belly flop, students shooting baskets off a diving board and a game of water quidditch. 

After spending time at the craft cabin and clubhouse for free time, we went to our team meetings to get ready for the Mud Bowl and where then excused to our Evening Game (a version of capture the flag).  We got first place in that game and then calmed down for our Evening Meeting.

Tonight, Michael talked about the first time he realized something was wrong with this world, and linked this story to Genesis 3.  It was a powerful message where he challenged students with the depth of the story.  He pushed us to see further than the eating of the fruit, but the actions that followed - we hid and God looked for us.  He left us with the question, "Where are we?"  Our students then shared their expectations for the week during our church debrief time and were excused to cabin conversation with the question, "Where are you? Where are you in your relationship with God?

Forest Home: Day 1

After just a few hours at camp, we've already come to terms with our inner nerdiness, which apparently means suspenders and glasses.  We definitely impressed the camp with our attire.  We then headed over to the Prayer Chapel for our team meeting. We came up with a silent cheer, heard about our guidelines for the week, and signed up for pool comp.

The end off program for the night, we went over to Mears Lodge for our evening gathering.  Tonight, Michael introduced the them for the week (MeTV) with the question, "What would our lives look like if the camera was turned on us?" Who would people say we are if they couldn't ever know our thoughts or intentions.  He talked about our lives as a story worth telling.  It was a great start.

Tune in tomorrow for more.

